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being honored for her many contribu-
tions to the Detroit Public School Sys-
tem. In particular, she will be honored
for her role as the founding principal of
the Detroit High School for the Fine
and Performing Arts, and for the work
she has done in this capacity.

In founding the Detroit High School
for the Fine and Performing Arts,
which opened its doors to students in
the fall of 1992, Dr. Davis-Cotton estab-
lished a unique center for learning: a
small inner city public school dedi-
cated primarily to the study of the
arts. She designed the school cur-
riculum, developed its program compo-
nents, and wrote the philosophy and
mission statement for the school, all of
which are based upon a strong commit-
ment to the study of the arts.

After an initial application process,
students are asked to audition in one
of the following areas: instrumental
music, vocal music, speech and theater,
dance or visual arts. Only after this au-
dition are students accepted to the
school. Upon acceptance, students par-
take in a rigorous college preparatory
curriculum, along with an intensive
study in their selected art field.

The results of this demanding pro-
gram have been resoundingly success-
ful. 100 percent of the first graduating
class received acceptance to college;
the school holds a 97 percent student
retention rate; a 95 percent student at-
tendance rate; and the Class of 2000 had
an overall grade point average of 3.08.
Mr. President, the 107 students who
comprised the Class of 1998 were award-
ed seven and a half million dollars in
scholarships and grants for higher edu-
cation. The school has had national
champions in Academic Games and the
Tri-Math-A-Lon, and its Forensics
Team has won the Michigan State
Championship four consecutive years.

Another important aspect of the De-
troit High School for the Fine and Per-
forming Arts is the unique relationship
the school has formed with the Detroit
Symphony Orchestra. Through this
partnership, students have been given
the opportunity to work with jazz
greats Brandford Marsalis and Frank
Foster; award winning composer Alvin
Singleton; Detroit Symphony Orches-
tra Music Director Neeme Jarvi; and
Detroit Symphony Orchestra Assistant
Conductor Ya-Hui-Wang. In addition to
instrumental students studying pri-
vately with members of the Detroit
Symphony Orchestra, an annual joint
concert is presented featuring Detroit
High School for the Fine and Per-
forming Arts and Detroit Symphony
Orchestra.

This partnership was taken to an
even higher level in 1996. With finan-
cial assistance from the Detroit Med-
ical Center, an $80 million dollar
project was undertaken, to be called
Orchestra Place. Orchestra Place, when
completed, will be an office, retail,
education and arts complex centered
around the historic home of the De-
troit Symphony, Orchestra Hall. It will
also include the new home of the De-

troit High School for the Fine and Per-
forming Arts. It is expected to be an
important regional performing arts
complex, which will offer professional
and student performances in the world
class Orchestra Hall.

Mr. President, all of these many ac-
complishments would not have been
possible were it not for the many ef-
forts and the incredible vision of Dr.
Denise Davis-Cotton. Not only has she
provided the youth of Detroit with an
entirely new opportunity in education,
she has also provided the nation with a
blueprint for success in inner city pub-
lic education. On behalf of the entire
United States Senate, I congratulate
Dr. Davis-Cotton on her many con-
tributions to the State of Michigan,
and wish her continued success in the
future.∑
f

COMMENDING FOUR BRAVE COAST
GUARDSMEN

∑ Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr President, I
rise today to commend a helicopter
crew from the Coast Guard Air Station
in Sitka, Alaska. These four brave men
rescued three fishermen from a fierce
storm at sea last November. Pilot Lt.
Robert Yerex, co-pilot Lt. James
O’Keefe, and Petty Officers Third Class
Christian Blanco and Noel Hutton flew
their helicopter into 40- to 60-knot
winds and pulled three fishermen from
35- to 40-foot high swells. The Coast
Guard awarded this intrepid crew the
Distinguished Flying Cross, the highest
peace time honor that can be awarded,
earlier this month.

On November 12, 1999, the four-mem-
ber crew of the Becca Dawn was caught
in a storm 160 miles southwest of
Sitka, on the coast of Southeast Alas-
ka. The storm caused the 52-foot vessel
to begin sinking so quickly the crew
had no time to radio a mayday. In-
stead, an emergency position-indi-
cating radio beacon was triggered. The
signal from the beacon was picked up
by the Coast Guard and the helicopter
crew was immediately sent out. When
they arrived, they found the fishermen
had already abandoned ship.

The storm made the rescue ex-
tremely difficult. The gusting winds
made it extremely difficult to main-
tain the helicopter’s stability, and
blowing snow made visibility ex-
tremely low.

Once the Coast Guard crew arrived
on the scene they pulled up three of the
four crew members. This operation
took thirty minutes. With winds gust-
ing to 60 knots, the crew of the bucking
helicopter became nauseous, but per-
severed in their search for the missing
fourth fisherman in the cold, turbulent
water. They only returned to land at
the last moment, almost out of fuel,
when staying longer would have made
them into casualties themselves. Un-
fortunately, the fourth fisherman was
never found and is presumed lost at
sea.

Obviously, this brand of courage and
tenacity is worthy of the Distinguished

Flying Cross and I am very proud of
my fellow Coast Guardsmen and Alas-
kans and I congratulate their hard
work and dedication. All Coast Guards-
men pride themselves on being ‘‘always
ready,’’ and these four courageous res-
cuers showed just what that spirit is
all about. I salute them.∑
f

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE
At 2:15 p.m., a message from the

House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bill, without amendment:

S. 1967. An act to make technical correc-
tions to the status of certain land held in
trust for the Mississippi Band of Choctaw In-
dians, to take certain land into trust for that
Band, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
House has passed the following bills, in
which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H.R. 946. An act to restore Federal recogni-
tion to the Indians of the Graton Rancheria
of California.

H.R. 2778. An act to amend the Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act to designate segments of
the Taunton River in the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts for study for potential addi-
tion to the National Wild and Scenic Rivers
System, and for other purposes.

H.R. 3084. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to contribute funds for
the establishment of an interpretive center
on the life and contributions of President
Abraham Lincoln.

H.R. 3292. An act to provide for the estab-
lishment of the Cat Island National Wildlife
Refuge in West Feliciana Parish, Louisiana.

The message further announced that
the House has agreed to the following
concurrent resolution, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 352. A concurrent resolution
expressing the sense of the Congress regard-
ing manipulation of the mass media and in-
timidation of the independent press in the
Russian Federation, expressing support for
freedom of speech and the independent media
in the Russian Federation, and calling on the
President of the United States to express his
strong concern for freedom of speech and the
independent media in the Russian Federa-
tion.

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

A message from the House of Rep-
resentatives, delivered by one of its
reading clerks, announced that the
Speaker has signed the following en-
rolled bills and joint resolution:

S. 761. An act to facilitate the use of elec-
tronic records and signatures in interstate or
foreign commerce.

S. 2722. An act to authorize the award of
the Medal of Honor to Ed W. Freeman,
James K. Okubo, and Andrew J. Smith.

H.J. Res. 101. A joint resolution recog-
nizing the 225th birthday of the United
States Army.

The enrolled bills and joint resolu-
tion were signed subsequently by the
President pro tempore (Mr. THUR-
MOND).
f

MEASURES REFERRED
The following bills were read the first

and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:
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